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The Chairman’s Foreword
I was pleased with the number of members who
came to the AGM and am delighted to report that
we gained six new members on the evening. An
interesting talk from Lyn Goleby giving an update
on her new cinema project in the old Ballet
Rambert Building and from Henry van der Vijver
on his decorating expertise. The usual problem
occurred with the projector and I hope it can be
sorted for next time.
Whilst we won the first round of the Steam Packet
Steps mooring application and succeeded in
having it refused, Thames Floating Homes Ltd has
– as predicted in the Autumn edition of Signals –
lodged an appeal. SoGA will lodge a vigorous
objection as previously but members cannot
afford to be complacent and should resubmit their
objections
by
27
March
quoting
APP/F5540/W/19/3222684
online
to:
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk quoting
the reference number 3222684 to gain access.
We now have approval to renovate the big
interpretive sign by Kew Bridge and the Council
advise that opening the Arch under Kew Bridge as
a pedestrian and wheelchair throughway has now
been approved but it will take some time for LBH
to satisfy the various conditions that have to be
first agreed.
Dissension from some members and residents by
Kew Bridge over Hounslow Highways’ introduction
after a parking beat survey of an Experimental
Traffic Order allowing 31 residents in 2 Kew Bridge
flats to apply for parking permits on the grounds
that there would be adequate parking spaces to
accommodate the occupants of 2 Kew Bridge.
Details to the ETO are contained under Item 3 of
the report which can be found here:
https://democraticservices.hounslow.gov.uk/ieList
Documents.aspx?CId=622&MId=10896
In the meantime consultation continues for the
CPZ in Zone 3 east of Kew Railway Bridge with a
result one way or the other by the middle/end of
the year.
SoGA is joining with other interested bodies in
exploring the possibility of adding a cantilevered
walkway to Kew Railway Bridge. This will be a
long term project with the major obstacles of
disabled access and funding to be solved. If there

is any member with an interest or with expertise
in the field of bridge design engineering or funding
who feels able to assist I hope they will make
contact.
The defibrillator mentioned at the AGM has now
been delivered to Strand Infant School and will be
fitted to an outside wall by the entrance where it
will be available to both the School and the public
on a 24 hour basis.
The PLA will be carrying out remedial work to the
embankment on Olivers Island in March.
I regret the brevity of this issue of Signals. SoGA
has had two Committee members resign since the
AGM and is temporarily shorthanded.

Heathrow Consultation
The Consultation period closed in early March. It
covered Runway Alternation; Airspace changes;
Westerly vs Easterly landing preference; Night
Flights and a proposal for 25,000 extra flights per
annum in advance of a third runway.
All the proposals assume a third runway will be
built.
No doubt some of you visited the exhibition
events in Hammersmith and Brentford. While
attending one of the exhibitions, I was informed
that once all the views have been reviewed and
analysed there will be a second round of
consultation including the results on the above
areas but also covering the possibility of curved
approaches and a slightly steeper glide path angle.
Curved approaches - spreads the noise and
frequency of overflights over a wider geographic
area using the built-in electronic capabilities on
many modern aircraft. Steeper approaches - an
increase from the current standard 3o reduces the
noise levels slightly. This is currently expected to
be around 3.2o and not the 5.5o used at London
City, unfortunately.

Temporary Parking Restrictions & Parking
Control Notices (PCNs)
I recall previous complaints from residents who
had gone on holiday and subsequently received
PCNs. In late February, many local residents
received PCNs for supposedly not obeying
Temporary Parking Restrictions to permit gutter
cleaning.
Since we were away when the
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restrictions were put in place, I was somewhat
miffed and challenged the PCN. After some toing
and froing and scans of airline tickets etc, the PCN
was cancelled.
During my search for help I can across two
websites which might be of interest to you:
MSE
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/reclaim/pa
rking-ticket-appeals/
and
PePiPoo – http://www.pepipoo.com/
Helping the motorist get Justice

There are significant practical difficulties before
one reaches the hardest questions of all: how
much would it cost and who might pay for it? Any
proposal is unlikely to proceed without disabled
access. Ramped access is not practical, since the
maximum gradient permitted is 1 in 20, and the
height increase needed from the footpath is some
4 metres (this would require 8 ramped slopes of
10 metres each). Moreover, access would not be
viable when the footpath was covered at high
tides. The possible alternative would be a lift, with
access from Thames Road. The Surrey bank causes
less of a problem, given that it is much less built
up, and the height difference is significantly less.

I have asked a local Councillor how much notice
needs to be given when these temporary
restrictions are imposed and await an answer.
CH

A footbridge to Kew
The idea of a new footbridge to run alongside the
existing railway bridge at Strand on the Green was
raised at the SoGA AGM in January, and there was
general enthusiasm for the idea. The walkway
would link Chiswick with Kew, the National
Records office and Kew Retail Park.

The existing access point off Thames Road

The existing bridge is also listed, so special
approval would be required from English Heritage,
and Network Rail would have to give their
consent, which can be famously difficult to obtain.

Some years ago, the Kew Society proposed a
footbridge suspended below the railway bridge,
but it was blocked by the PLA, because of the
height restrictions it would have imposed on
navigation. Today, there are a number of such
proposals for Thames crossings, the best known
being the recently abandoned “garden bridge” for
central London. More recently, Wandsworth
Council have proposed a new footbridge to link
Chelsea and Battersea at Nine Elms; in the past,
Hounslow Council have also considered a
footbridge to link Brentford to the Kew Gardens
Car Park.

The Grove Park Group and Kew Society have
endorsed the general idea, and a number of SoGA
members have spoken in favour. Discussions have
taken place with specialist architects, and a
meeting is planned with a firm of structural
engineers. We hope thereafter to have a better
idea of cost, and possible solutions to the more
obvious construction issues.
The idea of a Strand on the Green footbridge has
many attractions but enormous practical
obstacles. The debate continues and we will keep
you in touch with developments. In the meantime,
if anyone would like to contribute to the
discussion,
please
email
SoGA
at
info@strandonthegreen.org.uk.
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Then and now...
We continue to add (new) old images of Strand on
the Green to our website. We realize that some
members may not have access to the website so
we thought we’d include some “then and now”
images in editions of Signals.

Want to join the SoGA committee?
We are currently looking for new members to join
our committee. If you are interested in joining
then
please
email
us
at
info@strandonthegreen.org.uk.

Thames Road (then known as Back Lane) circa 1890

With special thanks to Riverhomes for printing copies of Signals for us.

Thanks also to Alan McBride for the image on our front cover

Thames Road in 2019
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