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The	Chairman’s	Foreword	

London	Borough	of	Hounslow	ignores	local	south	Chiswick	residents	

South	Chiswick	residents	are	up	in	arms	over	London	Borough	of	Hounslow’s	refusal	to	meet	and	consult	
with	 their	 local	 representative	 groups	 over	 recently	 introduced	 Low	 Traffic	 Neighbourhood	 (“LTN”)	
measures.	 Residents	 are	 angry	 at	 the	 implementation	 of	 the	 council’s	 disjointed	 LTN	 scheme	 which	 is	
proving	 a	 problem	 especially	 to	 the	 elderly	 and	 vulnerable	 where	 visitors	 and	 delivery	 drivers	 do	 not	
understand	 the	 confusing	multiple	 road	 closures	 and	 signage	whilst	 boosting	 the	 council’s	 revenue	with	
PCNs.	

	

Roads	closed	to	traffic	entering	South	Chiswick	under	current	LBH	LTN	measures	-	Sutton	Court	Road	remains	the	sole	access	point.	

Strand	 on	 the	Green	Association	 and	 the	Grove	 Park	Group	 together	with	other	 local	 stakeholders	 have	
been	rebuffed	following	repeated	attempts	to	work	with	the	Council	to	consult	on	plans	that	would	work	
for	the	area.	The	arrogance	with	which	the	imposition	of	these	ill-conceived	plans	have	been	imposed	on	us	
has	 been	 chaotic.	We	 have	 created	 a	 design	 that	works	 for	 everyone	 based	 on	 9	 APNR	 time-controlled	
cameras	at	access	points	which	the	Council	maintains	is	too	complex	costly	and	technically	impossible.	Yet	
a	similar	 scheme	 in	South	Fulham	 is	now	up	and	running	 reducing	 traffic	congestion	and	pollution	whilst	
allowing	access	to	all	residents	and	their	visitors,	deliveries	etc.		

The	costs	and	complexity	of	 the	South	Chiswick	traffic	measures	are	escalating	rapidly	and	do	nothing	to	
reduce	widespread	confusion	to	residents	and	visitors	alike.	

The	 Leader	 of	 Hounslow	 Council	 (Councillor	 Steve	 Curran)	 has	 a	 reputation	 for	 his	 intolerance	 and	 has	
previously	 branded	 other	 resident	 groups	 who	 disagree	 with	 his	 plans	 as	 desperate	 and	 irrelevant.	
Councillor	 Curran	 believes	 that	 “the	minor	 inconveniences	 imposed	 are	 a	 price	 worth	 paying	 for	 a	 Low	
Traffic	Neighbourhood”	and	that	he	can	impose	what	he	likes	on	the	people	of	South	Chiswick	because	"he	
does	not	need	their	votes”.			

South	 Chiswick	welcomes	 pollution	 reducing	 traffic	 controls	which	 prevent	 through	 traffic	 and	 improves	
safety	for	pedestrians	and	cyclists	but	the	current	measures	are	not	fit	for	purpose	and	residents	are	now	
cut	 off	 from	 families,	 deliveries	 and	 taxis,	many	of	whom	are	 refusing	 to	 come	 into	 the	 area	 for	 fear	 of	
penalties.		
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There	is	an	alternative	and	SoGA	and	GPG	are	calling	a	public	meeting	on	17	March	at	19:00	 in	St	Paul's	
Church	to	 which	 Jefferson	 Nwokeoma	 and	 Councillors	 Curran	 and	 Hanif	 will	 be	 invited.	 This	 is	 an	 open	
meeting.	 	 Come	 with	 friends	 and	 neighbours	 and	 voice	 your	 dissatisfaction	 with	 the	 current	 traffic	
measures	and	vote	 for	a	workable	 scheme.	 In	 the	meantime,	 continue	 to	 register	your	objections	 to	 the	
scheme	 by	 email	 to	 the	 following:	 traffic@hounslow.gov.uk	 (LBH	 Traffic	 Department);	
victoria.lawson@hounslow.gov.uk	(Executive	 Director	 of	 Environment);	 niall.bolger@hounslow.gov.uk	(Chief	
Executive,	 LBH);	 mandy.skinner@hounslow.gov.uk	(Assistant	 Chief	 Executive,	 LBH);	
jefferson.nwokeoma@hounslow.gov.uk	(Assistant	 Director	 of	 Traffic);	 hanif.khan@hounslow.gov.uk	(Councillor	
responsible	 for	 Traffic);	 steve.curran@hounslow.gov.uk	(Council	 Leader);	 and	
saeed.daanish@hounslow.gov.uk	(Chairman	Overview	&	Scrutiny	Committee).	

 
 

A	public	meeting	was	held	on	21	October	at	St	Paul's	church	to	discuss	the	South	Chiswick's	Low	Traffic	Neighbourhood	scheme.	

Recently,	you	may	have	read	a	legal	case	about	a	resident	in	Kensington	Gore	(beside	The	Royal	Albert	Hall)	who	

has	 had	 difficulty	 accessing	 his	 property	 by	 car	 after	 traffic	 orders	 were	 put	 in	 place	 last	 year.	 The	 traffic	

restrictions	were	put	in	place	to	stop	a	potential	terrorist	attack	on	concert-goers	departing	from	the	hall.		

The	 resident	 took	 legal	 action	 against	 the	 traffic	 orders	 and	 the	 case	 went	 to	 trial	 earlier	 this	 month.	 In	 a	

judgment	handed	down	on	7	March,	Mrs	Justice	Lang	ruled	that	the	council	had	failed	to	take	into	account	the	

effect	of	the	changes	on	the	resident’s	rights	under	the	Human	Rights	Act.	Specifically,	the	council	should	have	

had	more	regard	to	his	right	to	a	private	and	family	life	and	his	right	to	protection	of	property.	

In	her	ruling,	the	judge	stated	what	could	be	done:	“This	evidence	demonstrates	that	it	is	apparently	considered	

safe	by	the	[council],	the	[Royal	Albert	Hall]	and	the	[police]	for	the	[hall]	to	allow	large	numbers	of	vehicles	and	

people	into	the	restricted	area	provided	that	they	are	identified	and	have	a	legitimate	purpose	for	being	there.	In	
my	view,	the	[council]	could	and	should	have	considered	taking	a	similar	approach	to	the	claimant	and	members	

of	his	household.	They	can	be	vetted,	their	names	put	on	a	security	staff	 list,	and	 individuals	and	their	vehicles	

can	 be	 given	 approved	 passes.	 Taking	 all	 these	 factors	 into	 account,	 I	 consider	 that	 the	 [council’s]	 decision-

making	was	flawed,	and	in	consequence	the	current	scheme	operates	in	a	manner	which	is	disproportionate”.	

	
	

Please	do	come	to	the	SoGA	and	GPG	second	public	meeting	on	
17	March	at	19:00	at	St	Paul's	Church. 
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Platinum	Jubilee	Celebration	
	

When?	5	June,	12pm	to	6pm	
	

Where?	The	green	spaces	and	
the	Kew	bridge	end	of	Strand	

on	the	Green	
	
	

Come	along	and	celebrate	our	wonderful	
neighbourhood,	history	and	lovely	stretch	of	the	

river	Thames.	
	

Plant	yourselves	on	the	grass	or	drop	off	your	deck	
chair!		
	
Bring	 a	 picnic	 or	 take	 advantage	 of	 the	 fabulous	
‘specials’	 our	 local	 pubs,	 restaurants	 and	 cafes	will	
be	offering	on	the	day.	
	
Live	music	outside	The	Steam	Packet	–	we	are	keen	
to	include	some	local	talent	so	if	you	are	interested	
in	 performing	 let	 Jon	 the	 landlord	 know	 @	
jon.gillespie@brunningandprice.co.uk.	
	

	
	
We	are	closing	the	top	end	of	Strand	on	the	Green	
to	give	us	lots	of	space	for	fun	and	games	–	Morris	
dancing,	 games,	 competitions	 and	 activities	 for	 all	
the	 family.	 Don’t	miss	 out	 on	 the	 community	 cake	
stand	where	we	will	be	selling	 locally	made	Jubilee	
cupcakes.	All	proceeds	going	to	a	very	 local	charity	
–	The	Hounslow	FoodBox.	

	

‘Do	 the	 Strand’:	Strand	on	 the	Green	 resident	and	
local	 London	 Blue	 Badge	 Guide,	 Guy	 Fairbank,	will	
be	 leading	 a	walk	 along	 Strand	 on	 the	 Green.	 On	
this	90-minute	stroll	you	will	meet	a	very	‘U’	writer	
and	a	director	of	blockbuster	movies,	a	Bond	baddie	
and	 a	 rogue	 male,	 a	 cannibalistic	 artist	 and	 the	
composer	of	a	best-selling	charity	single,	and	‘Help!’	
out	the	Beatles.	Meet	at	The	Steam	Packet	at	11am	
and	2pm.	 	 Cost:	 £10	per	 person.	 Limited	places	 so	
book	ahead	@	guythelondonguide.com.	
	
Fun	 on	 the	 water	 –	 very	 exciting	 shore-line	 and	
river	 activities	 to	 be	 announced	 soon	 –	watch	 this	
space!	We	are	looking	forward	to	a	fabulous	day!		
	

	
	
Happy	 to	 help?	 Fancy	 joining	 in	 and	 offering	 an	
hour	 or	 two	 of	 your	 time	 on	 the	 day?	 Help	 run	 a	
stall	or	 just	be	part	of	the	setting	up	or	clearing	up	
team?	Please	contact	ann.collins9@btinternet.com.	
	
We	 love	 Strand	 on	 the	Green	 and	 know	 that	 you	
do	too	so…	
	
To	 celebrate	 the	 Platinum	 Jubilee	we	 are	 hosting	
four	exciting	competitions	–	open	to	everyone	who	
loves	 our	 fabulous	 stretch	 of	 the	 Thames,	 judging	
criteria	are	originality	and	inspiration.	
	

1) Compose	 an	 original	 poem	 inspired	 by	 the	
phrase	-	 ‘What	Strand	on	the	Green	means	
to	me’	

2) Looking	for	something	a	little	more	down	to	
earth?	Write	a	limerick	starting	with	the	line	
‘There	was	a	lady	from	Strand	on	the	Green’	
(swap	 lady	 for	other	2	 syllable	descriptor	–	
e.g.	 young/old	 man	 or	 other	 person	
descriptor	or	even	animal	etc.,	e.g.	fat	cat)	
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3) Design	a	Strand	on	the	Green	coat	of	arms	–	
traditional	 or	 modern,	 and	 encompassing	
aspects	of	Strand	on	the	Green		

4) Submit	 a	 photo	 you	 have	 taken	 that	
captures	the	spirit	of	Strand	on	the	Green.		

	
Two	age	group	categories	in	each	competition	-	18s	
and	 under	 and	 adults.	Entries	 to	 be	 submitted	by	
20	May	2022	 in	 the	 first	 instance	as	 JPEGs	or	PDFs	
to	lucycufflin@gmail.com	(please	put	Strand	on	the	
Green	competition	in	the	subject	line).	

Fuller’s	 will	 be	 displaying	 entries	 at	 the	 Jubilee	
party	 on	 5	 June	 and	 we	 will	 post	 entries	 on	 the	
SoGA	and	GPG	websites	and	the	Chiswick	Calendar	
will	host	a	gallery	of	the	winning	entries.	

The	copyright	of	each	entry	remains	with	the	author.	However,	
authors,	 by	 entering	 the	 competition,	 grant	 SoGA	 and	 GPG	
permission	to	publish,	broadcast	and/or	use	their	submission	in	
promotional	displays	 including	on	 the	SoGA	and	GPG	websites	
and	social	media.		
	
	
Kew	Bridge		
The	 present	 Kew	Bridge,	which	was	 opened	 on	 20	
May	1903	as	 “King	Edward	VII	Bridge”	by	 the	 then	
King	 and	 Queen	 Alexandra,	 was	 designed	 by	 John	
Wolfe-Barry	 and	 Cuthbert	 Brereton.	 But	 did	 you	
know	that	 today’s	bridge	 is	 the	third	bridge	on	the	
site?	

	
The	 first	 bridge	 was	 built	 by	 Robert	 Tunstall	 of	
Brentford	who	previously	owned	a	ferry	on	the	site.	
The	bridge	was	 inaugurated	on	1	June	1759	by	the	
then	 Prince	 of	 Wales	 (George).	 The	 bridge	 was	
constructed	with	two	stone	arches	at	each	end	and	
seven	 timber	 arches	 in	 between,	 which	 proved	
costly	to	maintain	and	consequently	the	bridge	only	
lasted	30	years.		
	

	
The	first	bridge	in	1774	

The	 second	 bridge	 was	 designed	 by	 James	 Paine	
who	had	previously	been	responsible	for	Richmond	
bridge.	 It	 was	 built	 alongside	 the	 first	 bridge	 to	
avoid	hindrance	to	traffic	during	construction	work.	
The	 bridge	 was	 built	 entirely	 of	 stone	 and	 was	
opened	 on	 22	 September	 1789	 again	 by	 George	
who	by	this	time	was	King.	
	

	
Myles	Birket	Foster’s	“Kew	Bridge	from	Strand	on	the	Green”	

	
By	 the	 1890s,	 it	 was	 clear	 that	 the	 second	 bridge	
could	not	cope	with	the	weight	of	traffic	and	in	any	
case	the	approach	was	too	narrow	and	steep	on	the	
Brentford	side.		The	Kew	Bridge	Act	1898	paved	the	
way	and	the	third	bridge	was	commissioned	 jointly	
by	 the	 Middlesex	 and	 Surrey	 county	 councils	 at	 a	
cost	 of	 £250,000.	 Constructed	 of	 granite	 from	
Cornwall	the	bridge	is	360m	long	and	the	largest	of	
its	three	arches	has	a	span	of	41m.		The	bridge	was	
listed	Grade	II	in	1983	by	Historic	England.	
	
It	is	really	unfortunate	that	TfL	(who	are	responsible	
for	 the	 upkeep	 of	 the	
bridge	 today)	 have	 left	
the	 eastern	 pavement	
in	 such	 a	 poor	 state	
when	 they	 repaved	 it	
about	 5	 years	 ago,	
especially	 so	 when	 the	
bridge	is	Grade	II	listed.	
	
SoGA	has	contacted	TfL	
about	 making	 repairs	
and	 also	 about	 removal	 of	 the	 incessant	 graffiti	
tags.	We	wait	to	get	a	satisfactory	response.	
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Latest	Chiswick	Riverside	crime	figures	
The	figures	below	are	based	on	the	total	number	of	
crimes	reported	for	November	2021:	
Violence	 	 7	
Residential	burglary	 7	
Assault	without	injury	 6	
	

	
	
The	 above	 map	 shows	 the	 crime	 hot	 spots	 in	 the	
Riverside	area	for	November.	
	
	

	
	
	
	
SoGA	membership	
Currently,	 SoGA	 has	 185	 members.	 If	 any	 of	 your	
neighbours	 are	 not	 members,	 please	 do	 persuade	
them	 to	 join.	 Membership	 is	 currently	 £5	 per	
annum	 or	 £20	 for	 5	 years.	 A	 membership	
application	 form	 is	 available	 on	 our	 website	 at:	
https://www.strandonthegreen.org.uk/join		
	
	
	
	

Then	and	now	

	
Thames	Road	circa	1950	

	

 
Thames	Road	in	2022	

	
	
Excerpt	from	A	Victorian	Legacy	by	Jennifer	Buckle	
The	waterfront	at	Strand	on	the	Green,	like	much	of	
the	 river,	 was	 crowded	 with	 wharves	 serving	
numerous	 industries	 to	 whom	 the	 river	 was	 the	
primary	 means	 of	 transport	 for	 goods	 inward	 and	
outward.		
	
For	 those	 local	 men	 not	 employed	 on	 the	 river,	
Fuller	 Smith	 &	 Turner’s	 brewery	 at	 Chiswick	 also	
provided	many	men	with	work.	Typically,	 in	1904	a	
man	could	earn	18	 shillings	a	week	at	 the	brewery	
and	 was	 allowed	 a	 generous	 amount	 of	 beer	 to	
drink.	This	perk	caused	problems	with	the	men	who	
could	 not	 hold	 their	 drink.	 The	 men	 worked	 long	
hours	 six	 days	 a	 week	 and	 would	 take	 their	 lunch	
with	 them	tied	up	 in	a	 fresh	 red	and	white	spotted	
handkerchief	 which	 then	 doubled	 up	 as	 a	 new	
neckerchief	for	the	rest	of	the	shift.	
	
The	 Cherry	 Blossom	 factory	 at	 Chiswick	 along	with	
Sanderson’s	wallpaper	 factory	were	the	other	main	
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alternatives	 to	 working	 on	 the	 river.	 “The	 Cherry”	
had	 started	 as	 a	 soap	 factory	 and	 subsequently	
converted	to	manufacturing	boot	polish.		
	
As	the	river	was	the	main	crowded	thoroughfare	for	
Strand	 on	 the	Green	most	 of	 the	 roads	were	 fairly	
quiet	 and	 children	 could	 safely	 play	 in	 the	 streets.	
Between	 Back	 Lane	 (later	 renamed	 Thames	 Road)	
and	 the	 river	 lay	 numerous	 connecting	 passages.	
Children	 loved	 to	 run	 down	 them	 and	 walk	 home	
along	 the	 bustling	 river	 but	 were	 always	 being	
warned	not	come	that	way	because	the	tides	would	
often	 submerge	 the	 footpath.	 Some	 of	 the	 larger	
houses	had	their	 front	doors	at	first	 floor	 level	as	a	
precaution	against	the	flood	tides.	
	
	
FixMyStreet	
Unfortunately,	 there	 has	 been	 an	 upsurge	 in	 fly	
tipping	 and	 graffiti	 around	 Strand	 on	 the	 Green	
recently.	 The	 committee	 makes	 every	 effort	 to	
report	 this	 anti-social	 behaviour	 to	 LBH	 via	 the	
FixMyStreet	 website	 at	 (unsurprisingly)	
fixmystreet.com.	 This	 website	 can	 also	 be	 used	 to	
report	 other	 problems	 such	 as	 issues	 with	 roads,	
street	 furniture,	 damaged	 bollards,	 street	 lighting,	
drainage	 etc.	 	 Please	 do	make	use	 of	 this	 valuable	
online	tool.	
	

	
	
	
Tree	replacement	
You	may	have	noticed	that	we	have	lost	quite	a	few	
trees	around	the	neighbourhood.	Some	trees	had	to	
be	 removed	 because	 they	 had	 simply	 grown	 too	
large	 and	 had	 become	 potentially	 dangerous	 and	
others	were	removed	because	of	disease.	
	

We	have	been	 liaising	with	LBH	to	ensure	 that	any	
tree	 that	 was	 removed	
is	 replaced	 with	 a	 new	
tree	and	preferably	one	
more	 fitting	 to	 the	
neighbourhood.	 To	
date,	 most	 of	 the	
removed	 trees	 have	
now	 been	 replaced	
although	 we	 are	 still	
waiting	 on	 a	
replacement	for	outside	
44	Thames	Road.		

	
	
Where	did	it	go?	
Very	disappointing	to	see	yet	another	historic	 road	
sign	gone.	We	approached	LBH	who	claim	they	did	
not	remove	 it	so	we	can	only	assume	that	the	sign	
was	 stolen.	 It	 is	 particularly	 sad	 to	 see	 the	 sign	 go	
after	 somebody	 went	 to	 the	 lengths	 of	 repainting	
the	sign	very	recently.	
	

	
	
This	the	third	historic	sign	that	has	gone	“missing”.	
About	3	or	4	years	ago	the	metal	sign	denoting	Ship	
Alley	 was	 removed	 from	 the	 gable	 wall	 of	 1	 Ship	
Alley	 and	 LBH	 denied	 knowledge	 of	 its	 removal.	
Worse	 still,	 an	 exceptionally	 old	 sign	 denoting	
“Strand	 on	 Green”	 disappeared	 from	 the	 original	
garden	wall	of	1	Strand	on	the	Green.	
	
	
	
Chiswick	Book	Festival	
The	fourteenth	Chiswick	Book	Festival	will	run	from	
7	to	14	September	this	year.	Once	again,	 in	venues	
across	 Chiswick	 and	 in	 Ealing,	 they	 will	 bring	
together	 top	 authors	 and	 their	 readers	 for	 a	week	
of	 history,	 poetry,	 biography,	 fiction,	
thrillers,	gardens,	 food,	 wine,	politics,	 creative	
writing,	self-help	and	children’s	books	–	all	in	aid	of	
reading-related	charities.	
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The	 annual	 Young	People’s	 Poetry	 Competition	 for	
children	 in	 Years	 3	 to	 7	 will	 be	 launched	 in	 April	
2022	(deadline:	Monday	6	June).	Children	can	enter	
a	 poem	 on	 any	 theme	 written	 at	 home	 or	
school.	Full	 details	 in	 the	 regular	 Chiswick	 Book	
Festival	 newsletters	 and	 on	 the	 website	 at:	
www.chiswickbookfestival.net.	
	
	
St	Paul’s	Church	turns	150	

	
This	 year	 St	 Paul’s	 Church	 celebrates	 the	 150	
anniversary	of	 its	 consecration	on	1	June	1872	and	
to	 mark	 this	 they	 are	 planning	 a	 series	 of	 events	
under	the	banner	of	150	FESTIVAL,	and	people	from	
the	 local	 community	 are	warmly	 invited	 to	 join	 in.	
The	 events	 will	 start	 on	 Sunday	 15	May	 with	 two	
performances	 of	 a	 concert	 entitled	 “Hear	 the	
People	 Sing”	 and	 will	 conclude	 on	 Sunday	 3	 July	
with	 a	 comedy	 evening	 in	 the	 garden	 of	 St	 Paul’s	
Vicarage.	In	between	there	will	be	a	range	of	events	
including	 a	 poetry	 evening,	 a	 history	 evening,	
‘Beating	 the	 Bounds’	 of	 the	 parish,	 a	 celebration	
Sunday	morning	 service,	 a	 Festal	 Evensong	 on	 the	
actual	 anniversary,	 two	 concerts	 with	 visiting	
musicians	and	a	flower	festival.	More	details	can	be	
found	on	their	website	at	stpaulsgrovepark.com.		
	

SoGA	 has	 been	 invited	 to	 take	 part	 in	 the	 Flower	
Festival	which	will	 run	 from	Friday	24	June	 (set	up)	
to	 Sunday	 26	June,	 when	 the	 church	 will	 be	 filled	
with	 wonderful	 flower	 displays,	 and	 there	 will	 be	
music,	and	also	tea	and	coffee.		
	
	
SoGA	now	on	Instagram	

	
	
In	 addition	 to	 our	 website,	 Facebook	 group	 and	
Twitter	 account,	 we	 now	 have	 an	 Instagram	
account.	Please	do	follow	us	#sogassn.	
	
	
Changes	at	LBH	
The	following	council	changes	will	become	effective	
after	the	May	elections:	
Steve	Curran	–	resigned;	and	
Hanif	 Khan	 –	 deselected	 from	 Hanworth	 Park	 but	
seeking	selection	to	stand	for	Gunnersbury.		
After	 the	 May	 elections	 SoGA	 will	 welcome	 the	
opportunity	 of	 continuing	 to	 work	 with	 the	 newly	
elected	leader	of	the	Council	and	Councillors.	
	
	
Contributions	please!	
Please	feel	free	to	contact	any	member	of	the	SoGA	
committee	 with	 suggestions	 for	 articles	 for	 future	
editions	of	Signals.		
	

	
Strand	sunset,	4	January	2022	
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With	thanks	to	Riverhomes	for	printing	copies	of	Signals	for	us.	
	

R I V E R H O M E S 
	

																	With	thanks	to	Alan	McBride	for	the	front	page	photograph.	
	

	

DOWN		ACROSS	
1	Bruton		3	Hartnell	
2	Lilibet		5	Bagpiper	
4	Alexandra	6	Ninety-six	
7	Edward		8	Twelve	
		9	Fourteen	


